
Business Name  
 

 

January 11, 2012  

Birthdays  9 

Calendar  2 

Connections  7-9 

Prayers 10  

Task Team Dinner  6 

Weekly Message  
3--5 

Open & Affirming  

Congregation 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

of  

Redwood City  

NEWSLETTER 

Inside this Issue:  



CALENDAR  
Page 2 

Sunday  Jan 15  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

Communion  

160 Birch Street  

Monday  Jan 16  Martin Luther King Jr. Day -  Office Closed  

Wednesday  Jan 18  11:00am  Prayer Circle  

160 Birch Street  

Wednesday  Jan 18  6:00pm  Dinner  

With Phil Hart  

RSVP required ðsee page 6  

Sunday  Jan 22  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

160 Birch Street  

Tuesday  Jan 24  2:00pm  Craft Group  

160 Birch Street  

Wednesday  Jan 25  11:00am  Prayer Circle  

160 Birch Street  

Sunday  Jan 29  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

160 Birch Street  

Wednesday  Feb 1  11:00am  Prayer Circle  

160 Birch Street  

Sunday  Feb 5  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

Supper  

160 Birch Street  

Tuesday  Feb 7  12:30pm  Good Hope Luncheon  

Tuesday  Feb 7  5:00pm  Hillcrest Ministry  
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THIS IS THE DAY  

 

Every morning before she opened 

her eyes, she silently prayed the 

same words:  ñThis is the day the 

Lord hath made; I will rejoice and 

be glad in it.ò  She learned those 

words as a little girl, and somehow 

as she aged, they became her 

greeting for the day.  She said 

them on beautiful mornings, when 

her body felt young and strong.  

She said them on mornings when 

she could hardly get out of bed, 

she felt so weighed down by worry 

or grief.  She recited them on the 

morning of her motherôs funeral, 

and she prayed them on the day 

of her daughterôs wedding.  This 

same daughter shared with me 

that her mother continued this spiritual practice until the last 

day of her life.  Greeting the day, no matter what it brought.  

 

What words come into your consciousness when you wake 

up?  Most of us have varied thoughts, depending on how well 

we slept, how busy our day ahead looks, or how worried we 

are about something in our lives.  What would happen if we 

chose to greet our days with a prayer or a statement of hope?  

Before we did anything at all, we could begin to shape the 

way we relate to our lives and our faith.  

WEEKLY MESSAGE  
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Before you go to sleep 

tonight, I invite you to 

think about how you 

would like to greet to-

morrow.  What words 

will open your day for 

you?  ñThank you, 

Godò  or ñHelp me, 

Godò  work just fine.  

Perhaps a phrase from 

scripture, such as ñThe 

Lord is my shepherd, I 

shall not want.ò  Or a 

phrase from a prayer:  

ñLord, make me an  

instrument of your 

peace.ò  Let your heart settle on words that reflect your hope 

or your intentions for your life, and try saying them every 

morning before you get up.  Let your words ñpray you into 

your day.ò  Try it for a period of time ï a week or two, and see 

what happens.  Itôs a simple way to connect our deepest 

selves to our daily lives, and to open our hearts to Godôs  

presence, this day and every day.  

 

Thanks be to God.  

 

Kim  
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More óExamenô quotes from last week: 

 

You are destined to fly, but that cocoon has to go.  

Nelle Morton  

 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heav-

enly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not 

forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Fa-

ther forgive your trespasses.  

Matthew 6:14 - 15  

 

The roots of love sink down and deep and strike out 

far, and they are arteries that feed our lives, so we 

must see that they get the water and sun they need 

so they can nourish us.  And when you put some-

thing good into the world, something good comes 

back to you.  

Merle Shain  

ôHearts That We Broke Long Agoõ 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from your 

presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold 

me with a willing spirit.  

Psalm 51:10 - 12  
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JOIN US  
Wednesday  

January 18th  

6:00 pm  
at the Church Office  

 

At the invitation of our Task Team, Rev. Phil Hart (our Interim  

Conference Minister) will be joining us to share ideas about  

becoming a giving community that builds on our history, impacts 

Redwood City, and uses targeted giving for partial funding.  

 

We will begin at 6pm with a brief worship and then will share 

thoughts and ideas over dinner.  This will not be time of decision 

making or voting but will be more about brainstorming.  If you have 

ideas to offer the Task Team, we need youé. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seating is limited so Reservations are R equired   

(deadline is Friday, January 13th)  

 

Since this will be an evening meeting we are happy to  

provide transportation for those who donõt drive at night.   

Please arrange with the Church Office by Friday, January 13th.  
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The following excerpts are from an email message from Glenn 
Joesten (son of Joan Mabie Joesten ): 
 
Hiðthanks for the newsletter.  I recognized some names.  I remember 
Larry (Fosgett ) from Scouts.  On that pointðformer memberðat least 
of PFðDon Eastðhas also settled here in Yreka and is active with the 
historic preservation group.  They are restoring the former St. Markôs 
Episcopal ChurchðIt folded a couple of years ago and is now a venue 
for community meetings and concerts. 
  
I remember Barbara (Peter Ellington) - I was a year  between her 
and her brother Ken.  While working as a volunteer conductor on our 
ñBlue Gooseò  steam train a few years ago I ran into a couple of  
fellows who had worked with their father Carl Peter at SP. 
  
I retired from Monterey County Dept. of Environmental Health about 
ten years ago.  Brother Ray is Professor Emeritus of Geology and 
Chemistry at UConn.  Beverlee is working with a Seniors agency in 
Craig, Alaska where her husband Pat Tyner is a fisherman. Our AFS 
student from Finland, Kristiina (Autio) Shogberg ,now lives in  
Copper Cliffs, Canada. Only family member also here in Yreka is our 
cousin Karen Evans .   
 
I am living on the family ñranchò (about 5 acres) just west of Interstate 
5.  I attend the Yreka United Methodist Church -  closest to a UCC this 
side of Weed. 
  
Well. That should bring all up to date on the Joesten family.   
 
Happy New Year  

Glenn 
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The Port of Redwood City held its annual holiday gathering 

at its offices on Seaport Boulevard last month.  Among the 

former Mayors attending the toy drive event was our very 

own Bob Bury along with his lovely wife, June Bury ,  

pictured here with former Mayor Dick Claire.  
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