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CALENDAR

Sunday Jan 22 4:00pm Weekly Gathering
160 Birch Street
Tuesday Jan 24 2:00pm Craft Group
160 Birch Street
Wednesday Jan 25 11:00am Prayer Circle
160 Birch Street
Sunday Jan 29 4:00pm Weekly Gathering
160 Birch Street
Wednesday Feb 1 11:00am Prayer Circle
160 Birch Street
Sunday Feb 5 4:00pm Weekly Gathering
Supper
160 Birch Street
Tuesday Feb 7 12:30pm Good Hope Luncheon
Tuesday Feb 7 5:00pm Hillcrest Ministry
Wednesday Feb 8 11:00am Prayer Circle
160 Birch Street
Sunday Feb 12 4:00pm Weekly Gathering
160 Birch Street
Tuesday Feb 14 2:00pm Craft Group

160 Birch street
Wednesday Feb 15 11:00am Prayer Circle



WEEKLY MESSAGE

‘OCCUPY the BIBLE’

Monday was the federal holiday celebrating the birthday of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I believe the church should
observe his martyrdom day because that is when the church
always has remembered the saints. October 4 is the Feast of
St. Francis not because that was the day he was born, but
because that was the day he died.

An old liturgical curmudgeon once explained to me that, “Our
birth is really between us and our mama, but our death is
between us and God.” I'm not sure about that logic, but, in
respect of the tradition, I think the church should honor
Martin as one of our saints. Who he was and what he did were
courageous and consistent expressions of his faith.

In honor of Dr. King, my good friend Dr. Susan Thistlethwaite
wrote in the Washington Post:

As we celebrate the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday,
this is a good time to draw attention to the fact that no
one in the history of reading the Bible from the streets
was better than Dr. King. The one fundamental thing Dr.
King understood is that you actually had to be on the
street to read the Bible from the street.

Streets, banks, parks, and bridges have been occupied by the
“Occupy Wall Street” movement. Recently, I've started using
the Twitter hashtag “"#OccupytheBible” each day when I tweet
a different verse from scriptural teaching on justice for the




poor and the way riches are a stumbling block to discipleship.
Every day, I gain more Twitter followers who want to read
more of the Bible than Tim Tebow's favorite verse: John 3:16.
It's a great verse, and Tebow's emphasis on it has inspired a
lot of Google searches for the text. However, the Bible says a
lot more than that one verse, and much of what it says is
about economic justice.

The Bible is one of the most important places Christians who
are concerned about social justice need to occupy. To “"Occupy
the Bible” simply means reading the Bible from the
perspective of those who are driven to the streets to protest
rising economic and social inequality in our own time, just as
those who listened to Jesus on the streets did in the first
century.

<Rev. Piazza can be found on Twitter as RevMikePiazza. >
Blessings,

Michael Piazza
President, Hope for Peace & Justice




Article from UCC: Emanuel United Church of Christ is celebrating her
150th Anniversary with a program of special events and activities. The
Anniversary Committee will be submitting monthly articles concerning
various aspects of Emanuel’s hist

When the thirteen men who founded Emanuel Church met in 1862 to
formally organize a congregation, they presented a microcosm of the
wave of German immigrants that poured into Washtenaw County

Mi chigan in the 18406s and 18500 sj|.

and economic uncertainties that followed the Franco-Prussian Warr,
they were determined to find a better life and brighter future for their
children in the ANew Worl do.

They were devoutly religious and whether they considered themselves
Evangelical or Lutheran, they shared a strong desire to preserve and
perpetuate the | anguage and custo
The article continues with bios of the thirteen founding fathers (very
likely that the women in their lives were at least partly responsible for
much of their success.) The article continues with their history through
1882.
Soéé

HOW WILL WE CELEBRATE OUR

150th ANNIVERSARY ? ? ?
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http://www.emanuelucc.org/
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IT’S UP TO YOU!!!
We can write articles about our history...

We can celebrate with one another -
perhaps inviting past members and pastors
to celebrate with us...

We can focus all of our service projects
and giving efforts on projects
that celebrate our history
while having an impact on Redwood City...

IT"S UP TO YOU!!!

We need a handful of volunteers to join
Bill Van Cleve and Kathie Fosgett
to brainstorm ideas and coordinate activities

Rememberd we wonot ask
to be on this Committee
again
(or at least for another 50 years)

<
o
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So please contact the Church Office
or let Bill know
that you have an idea
and/or would like to help!




COUNCIL

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH of REDWOOD CITY
CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING REPORT
January 10, 2012
2668 Washington Avenue, Redwood City

Catherine OPENED the Council Meeting at 7:40pm. The AGENDA
was approved as presented. Larry was assigned as TIMEKEEPER.

Kim of f er ed PRAYBRbfallavad b an ewgring prayer.

Council members Catherine Lyman, Larry Fosgett, Peggy Smullin and
Bill Van Cleve ATTENDED the Council meeting. Rev. Kimberly Smith-
Nilsson, Kathie Fosgett, and Carol McDermott were also present. Car-
ol Chivers and Patti Bury were absent from the meeting.

PASTORAL COVERAGE and MEMBER UPDATES were discussed.
Kim has continued to visit and/or call many of our housebound mem-
bers and is currently helping a member with transportation issues.
There will be a speaker on new social media as it relates to church
communication at Mercy Center on March 31%. The Interfaith Group is
planning on a series of interfaith workshops and assisting with or merg-
ing with Belmont was discussed.

JANUARY 15" wi | | be the first of our
vices.

Kim will be away on JANUARY 29'". Peggy Smullin will lead the Sun-
day Gathering.
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FEBRUARY 5™ will be our First Sunday Supperia 6 Supper
honor of those who will not be attending due to the Super Bowl.

SUNDAY SUPPER SPEAKERS will begin on March 4™ with our regu-
lar First Sunday Supper.

The CRAFT GROUP is now meeting every second and fourth Tuesday
from 2pm to 5pm. They will be selling their handmade cards after our
weekly gatherings and at other church events. The cards sell for $2

each or 3 for $5 and the donati ons

project for Casa de Redwood.

The TASK TEAM DINNER with Rev. Phil Hart is scheduled for Janu-
ary 18". The congregation has been invited through Newsletters and
some personal invitations. Due to limited seating, reservations are re-
quired. Ri des are being offered
We will brainstorm about becoming a giving community that builds on
our history, impacts Redwood City, and uses targeted giving
(stewardship) for partial funding.

Kathie and Bill will lead the planning for our 150" ANNIVERSARY
event. Volunteers are being sought to help with the event planning
and to design other meaningful outreach activities that will promote
both a visible and a tangible reminder of our history to Redwood City.

Many of the boxes in our STORAGE unit contain sheet music and
should be donated to other UCC churches which still have choirs.
Kathie will plan one or two open houses at the storage space some-
time this spring so that invitees can peruse the music. We will seek
donations to the 150" Anniversary Fund in exchange for the music.

Also in STORAGE is the studio grand piano that was used in our
chancel for many years. The piano appears to be in good musical
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condition but needs to be refinished before it can be donated to anoth-
er UCC church or non-profit entity. Kathie will get bids on repairs and
will contact our insurance company.

December FINANCIALS were reviewed and we remain under budget.

The INVESTMENT FUNDS DISCUSSION will most likely be held in
March. Kathie will prepare a FAQ for Council review.

No YOUTH activity reported this month.
Bill reported that the boys at HILLCREST are using the Bibles and of-
ten taking them home when they are released. We will order another

case and seek funding from the congregation.

Catherine continues to work toward negotiating new LEASE terms
with our landlord.

Kim led the closing PRAYER.

Catherine ADJOURNED the meeting at 9:25 pm.

The next regular Council meeting will be held on February 21st.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathie Fosgett,
Staff Liaison




G CONNECTIONS

i‘ BIBLES fi again?!?

The boys at Hillcrest have nearly gone through all of the
last two cases of Bibles we provided for them. Many of the boys
take them when they are released as these smaller, more
modern-language Bibles fit perfectly into a

hoodie pocket or backpack.

We had some funds left from your last
generous donations so we just need
$252.27
to purchase another case.

<Please make your checks

We will collect them for ACRC (our local AIDS Clinic)

payable to FCC mar ked o0Bi|bl
When youbére out at the mall ave
offers you samples of personal products like soap,
lotion, toothpaste, shampoo, toothbrushes, etc. please
say AYES! o0 and bring the Chu
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Ongoing Prayer Needs

Little Jack Pat Moore Larry Kopecky
Annette Howitt Bob & June Bury Kathleen Mahany
Lois Dittrich Christiane Streeter Julie Strauss

Phyllis Happ Dave Sandberg Bob Uhlenberg
Carole Tomkins Lucy Walker Kathy Kessler
Peggy Newman Alan Nilsson Kim Smith-Nilsson
Wanda Davison Joann Brown Barbara Ellington
Sally Tanouye Gary Dawson Ana Stenzel

George Swierczynski Bruce Holcomb




First Congregational Church
160 Birch Street, Suite B
Redwood City, CA 94062

650-369-0344
www. FirstChurchRWC.org

Chaplain

Rev. Kim Smith-Nilsson
650-964-8957
KimberlySN@sbcglobal.net

Office Manager

Kathie Fosgett
Kathie@FirstChurchRWC.org

Church Council

Catherine Lyman
Bill Van Cleve
Carol Chivers
Larry Fosgett
Peggy Smullin

Patti Bury

Advisory Committee

Millie Cole
Annette Howitt
Kathleen Mahany
Peggy Smullin

Office hours vary so please
call ahead to make
an appointment

To write with a broken pencil is
. . . pointless.

A thief who stole a calendar
. . . got twelve months.

When the smog lifts in Los Angeles
... U.C.LA.

The professor discovered that her
theory of earthquakes
. . . was on shaky ground.

The batteries were given out
... free of charge.

A dentist and a manicurist married
.. . they fought tooth and nail.

Awillis a . .. dead giveaway.

If you don't pay your exorcist
. .. you can get repossessed.

With her marriage, she got a new
name . .. and a dress.

Show me a piano falling down a
mineshaft and I'll show you
.. . A-flat miner.

A boiled egg is . . . hard to beat.
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