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Sunday  Jan 29  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

160 Birch Street  

Wednesday  Feb 1  11:00am  Prayer Circle  

160 Birch Street  

Sunday  Feb 5  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

Supper  

160 Birch Street  

Tuesday  Feb 7  12:30pm  Good Hope Luncheon  

Yat Sing  

(38 Woodside Plaza)  

Tuesday  Feb 7  5:00pm  Hillcrest Ministry  

(Meet at Church Office)  

Wednesday  Feb 8  11:00am  Prayer Circle  

160 Birch Street  

Sunday  Feb 12  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

160 Birch Street  

Tuesday  Feb 14  2:00pm  Craft Group  

160 Birch street  

Wednesday  Feb 15  11:00am  Prayer Circle  

160 Birch Street  

Sunday  Feb 19  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

Communion  

160 Birch Street  

Monday  Feb 20  Presidentôs Day Holiday 

(Office Closed)  
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A Discerning Faith  

 

 

At our lively (and delicious) dinner gathering last Wednesday, 

we talked and laughed and shared about many things.  (Read 

more on page 6.)  However, one of the areas we spent the 

most time on was the topic of ñDiscernment.ò  What is the  

difference between decision -making and discernment?  How 

can intentional discernment guide and strengthen the faith of 

individuals and communities?  As a continuation of that  

discussion, in the next couple of weeks I will be offering  

examples of different discernment practices used by  

Christians from various traditions.  Today, however, I turn to 

one of my former teachers, Dr. Elizabeth Liebert of San  

Francisco Theological Seminary, for thoughts on what the 

practice of discernment actually means.  

 

Discernment is a gift of God and simultaneously a habit of 

faith; although all is grace, there is also, in the  

mysterious economy of Godôs plan, a crucial role for  

human action.  We choose to notice where God is at 

work, choose to believe in a larger plan that we can grasp 

at the moment, choose to hope in the goodness of the  

future promised by God, choose to align ourselves with 

Godôs preferred future as it becomes clear to us. 

 

We grow in this gift of discernment through fidelity to a 

discerning lifestyle, which demands trust, includes failure, 

and matures through self -reflection and prayeré 

 

éin the Christian tradition, discernment is always set 

within the larger community of faithéCut off from its 
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communitarian roots, the power and veracity of Christian 

discernment can too easily stray into viewing our own  

idiosyncratic interpretation, and even downright evil, as if 

it somehow be Godôs will.   

 

éDiscernment, then, is a process that enables us to join 

in partnership with God already present and actingé It is 

not magic, and does not yield complete certainty, but 

does provide a graced way to sort through the  

ambiguities embedded in our personal and corporate lives 

and in the signs of the times.  

 

(from Discernment for our Times:  

A Practice with Postmodern Implications,  

published in  

Studies in Spirituality, Vol. 18, (2008)  

 

As we embrace our next steps in becoming a Giving and  

Discerning Church, we are committed to taking both equally 

seriously:  we want to give our time and resources from a 

spiritually healthy place, and we want to grow in faith as we 

ñjoin in partnership with God already present and acting.ò   

 

Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your soul will 

live.  (Isaiah 55:3)  

 

May it be so.  

 

Kim  
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