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Open & Affirming  

Congregation 

 

Hey - 
 

Who's that 
dude with 
the heart -
shaped  

football?  

 I dunno ð
maybe we 

should have 
gone to the 
óSouperô 
Bowl last 
Sunday!  
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Sunday  Feb 12  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

160 Birch Street  

Tuesday  Feb 14  2:00pm  Craft Group  

160 Birch street  

Wednesday  Feb 15  11:00am  Prayer Circle  

160 Birch Street  

Sunday  Feb 19  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

Communion  

160 Birch Street  

 

Monday  Feb 20  Presidentôs Day Holiday 

(Office Closed)  

Tuesday  Feb 21  7:30pm  Church Council  

2668 Washington Avenue  

All Welcome!  

Wednesday  Feb 22  11:00am  Prayer Circle  

160 Birch Street  

   ASH WEDNESDAY  

Sunday  Feb 26  4:00pm  Weekly Gathering  

160 Birch Street  

Tuesday  Feb 28  2:00pm  Craft Group  

160 Birch Street  

Stay a bit later for an expanded talk about all of the ways 

we intend to raise money to implement  

this ñgiving churchò model. 
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One of the most potent lessons I ever learned about family 

came from my mother.  You should always treat your family 

as well as you treat your friends, she told me.  (I think she 

may have told me this when I was a teenager, and finding my 

friends ever so much cooler than my familyé)  Donôt take 

family for granted.  Donôt assume that you can ignore them 

because they have to put up with you.  Do  assume that  

everyone in your family needs to be treated with the kindness 

and respect, in private, that you would like to be known for in 

public.   

 

In spite of the ups and downs of family life, and in spite of the 

human frailties we all have, I have found that advice to hold 

true.  And itôs true for church families, as well.  The healthiest 

communities I have ever been a part of understand that  

fundamental truth:  we never forget how much we value and 

need each other.  

 

So many people at FCC do so much for the church and the 

greater community, and as much as any place Iôve ever seen, 

you just do it quietly and without fanfare.  In the spirit of not 

taking one another for granted, though, I want to recognize 

some of the ways you help make this community the loving 

place it is.   This week Iôm thinking especially about our  

Sunday Gatherings ï that 4:00 hour when we sing, pray, 

share our lives, and reflect together on our faith.  Every  

person who comes brings something we need that day ï a 

WEEKLY MESSAGE  
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thought or an insight, a smile or a 

hug, something that only that person 

could contribute. No matter the size 

of the group, each person is truly a 

vital part of what we do together.   

On the next page you will see a 

ñthank youò to the folks who have 

helped plan, lead, feed and arrange 

these gatherings.  There are a lot of 

you!  One constant presence,  

however, is Ruth Stroshane, who 

comes each Sunday with a willing-

ness to play whatever we ask of her.  

Our Sunday services are so much 

richer because she is there, and I 

love knowing that whatever hymn someone feels like singing, 

Ruth just makes it happen.  Thank you, Ruth, for sharing your 

music and your friendship with all of us.  

 

We have much to be thankful for at First Congregational 

Church.  Many of you have a shared history that stretches 

back over the decades.  As we look ahead to a new call and a 

new future, I hope we will also remember to celebrate the ties 

that bind this family together in faith and love.  

 

Thanks be to God!  

 

Kim  
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Heartfelt thanks to the many of you who make our 

Sunday Gatherings such a delight.   

 

We especially appreciate Ruth for her wonderful and 

faithful accompaniment on the piano each week!  

 

And we are so grateful for many helping hands:  

 

Bill, Millie, Larry & Carol for offering rides  

 

Jessica, Larry, Carol and Kathie  

for setup and cleanup  

 

And for our supper providers:  

 

Catherine  

Peggy  

Patti  

Kim  

Kathie  

Carol  
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We only need  

 

$48.90 more 
 

to purchase another case  

of Bibles  

for the boys at Hillcrest  

 

 

<Please make your checks payable to FCC marked òBiblesó.> 
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CRAFT GROUP CARDS 
 

Our Craft Group is selling their lovely cards to raise funds for 

their next Casa de Redwood project.   
 

$2 each or 3 for $5  
 

Stop by the office or take a look after our Sunday Gathering  

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 
 

This little book of daily devotionals asks you to  
take your old idea of Lent and give it up!  

 
It will not ask you to give up chocolate or pepperoni on your pizza. 

 
It will invite you instead to re-think the Lenten themes of sacrifice ,  

repentance and renewal in some new and unexpected ways. 
 

Stop by the Church Office to pick up a free copy  
or call 369-0344 for free delivery. 
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When youôre out at the mall or the dentist or traveling and someone 

offers you samples of personal products  
like soap, lotion, toothpaste, shampoo,  

toothbrushes, etc.  
please say ñYES!ò  

We will  
collect them for ACRC  
(our local AIDS Clinic)  
to give to their clients.   

 
Show your support of those  

suffering with  
AIDS,  
HIV,  

Hepatitis... 
 

PULL for RONALD McDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES  

 

Recycled beverage tabs help support our local Ronald McDonald 

House® program.  Bring your tabs to the Church Office and add 

them to our collection to help provide a òhome-away-from -homeó 

for families of seriously ill children being treated  

at nearby hospitals.  
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Congratulations to  

Millie Cole who will receive  

the Laura Settle  

Volunteer Award  

from the  

California  

Retired Teachers  

Association  

next Tuesday,  

February 14th.  

Annette Howitt celebrated her 90th 
Birthday with the Good Hope Ladies 

at Yat Sing yesterday afternoon. 

CONNECTIONS 


